

Priorities reflected in the grading policy:
Initiative
Time Management
Responsibility 
Problem Solving
Experimentation/Knowledge Construction

Grading Policy:
For every unit, students will be graded on: 
an assignment sheet for practice work (25%) 
1 project (25%) 
2 quizzes (25%) 
1 Test (25%)











Descriptions of Grading Categories
In-Class time is used for exploration, discussion, and practice.  If a student is participating in either of these activities, they’ll receive credit for that day.  They get credit with a stamp on their assignment sheet.  
You need 1 stamp for each day.  The rest of the assignments are optional.  You choose the assignments that are most appropriate for you.  Of course, you CAN do them all.  Ideally, you SHOULD be able to do them all.  However, some of you don’t need drill practice and others aren’t good at the application assignments.  I think this grading system will allow everybody to do the best that they can without punishing them to do work that wastes their time or is too difficult for them.  Basically, you get credit for the effort you make to learn and you have choices about the way you do it, as long as you don’t waste class time.  The quizzes and tests can cover all material listed on the assignment sheet so it is in your best interest to complete all the assignments even if you are not getting credit for them.      
Homework is additional practice and study time.  I will suggest some things you can do at home to prepare for class the next day, to collect data and opinions from you, or review an older assignment that you need extra practice on, but I am not collecting or grading homework.  It is your responsibility to make sure you know everything that is listed on your assignment sheet, whether you finish it in class or have to take it home.   
Projects are a type of assessment that lets you demonstrate that you can apply your math knowledge in a useful situation.  Projects will include the GPOs and can be included in your GPS.  The final product will be graded on a rubric that I will give you when I hand out the project.  The scaffolding assignments will NOT be included as part of the project grade.  You can get credit for those activities on your assignment sheet.
Quizzes are like mini-tests that help you prepare for the summative test.  They let you and me know where you need to do more practice and review before the test.  There are more of them so you can focus on fewer skills.  You should then review them before the test.
You can use your notes and practice work on your quizzes.  You cannot use other people’s work, the book, or anything that requires you to have technology out during the quiz (except a calculator).
Tests will happen at the end of every unit to prove whether you have learned the topic.  You should have mastered the subject by then so you cannot use notes.  There will be one test per unit, a midterm, and a final.  The unit tests will only have questions related to that unit.  The midterm and final will have questions about anything we learned throughout the semester.  You can use an index card worth of notes only for those tests.   



For those who don’t stick with the plan:
Absent Work- WHEN your absence is excused, you can make up the work at home and still get a class time stamp for it.
Missed Tests or Quizzes- If you miss an assessment, you will have to take it the next time you are in class.  This means you will miss the new lesson and class stamp (which you can only make up if the absence was excused).  
Late Work- Most of you will never have this problem with classwork because I am not grading finished work, I’m grading the amount of time you worked in class.  Since you can’t get that time back, you can’t get those points back.  Hopefully you can learn the material on time and make up the points on your test.   Late projects will lose some points.  
